
 

 
Toni Bou – Repsol Montesa HRC extended his lead in the 2008 FIM SPEA 
Trial World Championship today, as he took the win on the first of two days of 
competition at the Weider Japanese Grand Prix. Second place went to Adam 
Raga – Gas Gas who snatched the position from Bou’s team-mate Takahisa 
Fujinami – Repsol Montesa HRC, who was third in front of delighted 
Japanese trials fans.  
 
It was no easy task for the riders though, as the final scores showed, with 
heavy overnight rain and persistent drizzle throughout the day making 
conditions in the sections around the stunning Twin Ring Motegi circuit 
particularly tricky. Many riders felt the sections were challenging enough in 
the dry, but once the rain set in, the ground turned to extremely slippery mud 
and this was soon carried onto the numerous rocks forming the sections, 
causing numerous falls and slides.  
 
Bou set the running from the word go, but his typically calm and clinical 
approach was very much absent, such were the conditions. Whereas the 
previous round in the USA saw marks in the single figures, in Japan, Bou was 
streets ahead, with a hefty first-lap score of thirty-one marks. There was then 
a twenty-plus mark gap to Raga and Fujinami, while there were a further five 
riders within ten marks of the second and third-place riders.  
 
Fujinami suffered a cruel blow late in the first lap however, when a crash 
damaged his bike and the team was forced to carry out clutch repairs, costing 
a one minute time penalty. He was also forced to watch as the team returned 
the bike to the Montesa garage for twenty minutes at the beginning of the 
second lap to ensure it was in perfect order. Following that, he was unable to 
claw back second place from Raga. 
 
The result means that Bou extends his lead in the championship to  twelve 
points, with Raga and Fujinami now tied on eighty-two. 
 
French rider Loris Gubian – Sherco claimed victory in the Junior class, with a 
twelve mark gap to closest rival, Alex Wigg – Montesa. Third place went to 
Spaniard Alfredo Gomez – Montesa while Wigg retains his championship 
lead, despite Gubian closing the gap to a single point.  
 
In the Youth class, Spain’s Francesc Moret – Gas Gas took his second win of 
the season, from Briton Jack Challoner – Beta. The pair were evenly matched 
throughout the day and by the end, just a single mark separated them. Filling 
the third podium position was Patrick Smage – Sherco, despite taking the 
most number of cleans in the class. Challoner extends his lead over Smage, 
who remains ahead of Moret.  
 
The FIM 2008 SPEA Trial World Championship continues tomorrow with the 
second of the two days of competition in Japan���

Day 1 Results: (2 Day event) 
World 
1: Bou 71 
2: Raga 97 
3: Fujinami 103 
Junior 
1: Gubian 96 
2: Wigg 108 
3: Gomez 110 
Youth 125cc 
1: Moret 110  
2: Challoner 111 
3: Smage 119 
 
2008 FIM Riders Championship  
Current Standings: 
World 
1: Bou 94 
2: Raga 82 
3: Fujinami 82 
Junior  
1: Wigg 85 
2: Gubian 84 
3: Haslam 68 
Youth 125cc  
1: Challoner 91 
2: Smage 82 
3: Moret 75 
 
2008 FIM Manufacturers 
Championship  
Current Standings: 
1: Montesa 176 
2: Gas Gas 127 
3: Beta 108 
4: Sherco 86 
 
This round: 31st May / 
1st June Motegi, Japan 
 
Next round: 22nd June 
Maisse, France 
 
For more information: 
www.trialonline.org 
T: + 44 161 763 6660 
M: + 44 7787 564563 
F:  + 44 161 763 6663 
E:worldmedia@g2fmedia.com 
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BOU WINS TO STRETCH CHAMPIONSHIP LEAD  


