mounted rival at the Japanese Grand Prix. Whilst unable to get the
better of Bou, Raga regained second in the championship in Japan
from Takahisa Fujinami — Repsol Montesa HRC who took two third
places in his native land.

After a disastrous visit to the USA, Dougie Lampkin — Beta looked
more like his old self with a pair of moral boosting fourth positions in
Motegi. The British rider came very close to recording a podium finish
on the final day in Japan, and will be hoping to return to the rostrum in
France, a country where he recorded his last ever World victory back
in 2006.

Thanks to his improved results Lampkin is now part of a three-way tie
for fourth place in the championship race, sharing the same points as
Albert Cabestany — Sherco and Jeroni Fajardo — Beta. Cabestany
endured a nightmare showing in Japan, his 7-7 performances costing
him valuable ground in his title campaign. Fajardo displayed more
consistency with two fifth spots over the two very different days, in
terms of both the weather and the section severity.

Alexz Wigg — Montesa re-established his eight point cushion at the
head of the Junior standings thanks to a 2 — 1 result in Japan, but
knows he will need to be at his best in France. Loris Gubian — Sherco
who currently holds second in the series, will be looking to make the
most of his home advantage and to close back in on Wigg at this
crucial point in the season. Third placed Sam Haslam — Gas Gas has
been very consistent to date, and remains a real danger to the two
front runners.

Jack Challoner — Beta like Wigg, took a second and first place at
Motegi to move twelve points clear of Patrick Smage — Sherco in the
Youth category. The American rider, making his first trip to the land of
the rising sun did little wrong in Japan and followed Challoner home
on both days. A first day victory by Francesc Moret — Gas Gas at the
last GP, has kept the young Spanish rider in with an outside shout of
the 125 title, but will need to repeat his winning form over the coming
rounds to keep his hopes alive. The championship is about to enter
its busiest and perhaps most important period, with three rounds in

the next three weeks.
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2008 FIM Riders Championship
Current Standings:

World

1: Bou 114

2: Raga 99

3: Fujinami 97

Junior

1: Wigg 105
2: Gubian 97
3: Haslam 83

Youth 125cc

1: Challoner 111
2: Smage 99

3: Moret 88

2008 FIM Manufacturers
Championship

Current Standings:

1. Montesa 211

2: Gas Gas 150

3: Beta 132

4: Sherco 95

This round: 22nd June
Maisse, France

Next round: 29th June
Tolmezzo, Italy

For more information:
www.trialonline.org

T: + 44 161 763 6660

M: + 44 7787 564563

F: +44 161 763 6663
E:worldmedia@g2fmedia.com
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